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CHEERING CROWDS about
a million strong  packed
l.ondon's streets yesterday to
celebrate the marriage of the
Prince of Wales to Lady Diana
Spencer at St Paul’'s Cathedral.

The hour-long ceremony was
the climax of five months’
preparation which began with
the announcement of the
Roval engagement on February
24. The popularity of the Prince
and his bride ensured that the
wedding was one of the most
spectacular events seen 1In
Britain this century. Amid the
bunting, flags and flowers
which decked the route from
Buckingham Palace to the
cathedral, many visitors had
camped since the weekend to
stake out a good viewing
position.

More than 3.000 police were
drafted 1n to maintain roadside
security while special branch
officers mingled with the crowd.

But despite the civil disrup-
tion which has shaken Britain
over the last month, the wedding
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crowds were in a determinedly
festive and good-natured mood.
After Tuesday evening's spec-
tacular fireworks display in
Hyde Park, many spectators
whiled awav the night and
morning singing, dancing and
breakfasting along the proces-
sional route.

Police thanked the public for
their co-operation, and had
reported only four arrests by
vesterday evening.

A telephone call made 1o City
police headquarters as the
wedding began claimed that a
bomb had been planted in the
cathedral, but earlier searches
of the building enabled the
police quickly to discount the
call as a hoax.

Perhaps the hardest time was
had by the London ambulance
service which, after treating fire-
works casualties the previous
evening, found itself at {full
stretch coping with spectators
who had fainted after their long
vigil.

In the cathedral 2,700 guests
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A million cheers for the royal couple
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comfortably accom-
They included the
crowned heads of eight lkuro-
pean countries, heads of state
from as far afield as Tonga and
Sri Lanka, Mrs Nancy Reagan,
wife of the U.S. President, and
most leading British politicians.

As the 11 o'clock start to the
service approached, the carriage
procession from Buckingham
Palace led by the Queen and
the Duke of Edinburgh left on
a precisely-timed schedule. The
Queen’s coach, at 10.22 am, was
followed eight minutes later by

were more
modated.

that of Prince Charles, accom-
panied by Prince Andrew.
Prince Andrew and Prince

cdward were the bridegroom’s
‘““supporters,” chosen In pre-
ference to a solitary “‘best man.”

Five minutes later, to the
loudest cheers of the morning,
came the glass coach containing
a veiled Lady Diana Spencer,
with her father, the eighth Earl
Spencer.

Prince
dress naval

Charles wore {full
commander’s uni-
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form. But it was his bride’s
attire which had been the prime
subject of fashion world specu-
lation, The wedding dress’s
appearance out of closely
guarded secrecy proved a bril-
liant success.  Made of vory
silk  taffeta and lace em-
broidered with sequins and
pearls, 1t swept in its wake 2
29-foot train whose progress
was carefully monitored by
bridesmaid Lady Sarah
Armstrong-Jones, daughter of
Lord Snowdon and Princess
Margaret,

The bride’s procession en-
tered the cathedral to a magni-
cent rendering of Jeremiah
Clarke’s Trumpet Voluntary by
the State Trumpeters of the
Household Cavalry and the Fan-
fare Trumpeters of the Kneller
Hall Royal Military School of
Music.

But as the Dean of St Paul’s,
the Very Reverend Alan Brun-
skill Webster, opened the

service, a slightly less welcome
aural counterpoint was provided
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by the ranks of photographers
perched on impromptu bridges
on cither side of the altar,

“Dearly beloved—whirr—we
are gathered here together—
clickety-click—in the sight of
GGod,” intoned the Dean, and he
remained bravely oblivious to a
couple of impressively resound-
ing thuds which echoed across
the dome as apparently sizeable
pieces of photographic equip-
ment parted company with their
owners' hands and fell grace-
lessly to the floor.

There was, however, a felici-
tous silence as the Dean made
his routine inquiry into whether
any man could shew just cause
why the Royal couple might not
be lawfully joined together.
Those present having decided
hereafter for ever to hold their

peace, the ceremony moved
towards its climax.
While the eyes of the

thousands in the cathedral and
the 650m television viewers
were fixed on the couple as they
exchanged vows, there could
have been few ears which did
not also prick up at the words
spoken. The wealth of names
with which her spouse had been
endowed proved momentarily
confusing to Lady Diana, and 1t
was ‘““Philip Charles Arthur
George ” she took as her wedded
husband to have and to hold

from that day forward. The
olances exchanged by the

couple during the vows made
it c¢lear. however, that no con-
fusion of identity had occurred.

Nor was Prince Charles
entirely word-perfect, for he

cenerously promised on his part
{o share with his bride * all my
goods,” rather than just the
worldly goods which the printed

text might have led her to
expect.
And as the wedding ring,

fashioned from the same gold
nugget which had served Queen
Elizabeth 1I, Queen Elizabeth
the Queen Mother, Princess
Margaret and Princess Anne,
slipped into place the cheers of
Continued on Back Page
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Wedding traditions: * Decorations” on the honeymoon carriage and a Kkiss for the bride Mitterrand, Back Page The bride’s 25ft train flows down the steps as the couple leave St. Paul's

= = N 5
b -

- =

il

GENERAL

BUSINESS

Bani-Sadr is given

asylum in

France

Americans
tlock to

Big tax-cuts coup for Reagan

BY REGINALD DALE, US. EDITOR, IN WASHINGTON

 PRESIDENT REAGAN pulled

the House of Representatives
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