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ACROSS
1 Trick by sure-fire winners in per-
formances (8)
6 Writer offering translation in
prose — no professional (6)
9 Speaks absolute sense initially
(6)
10 Very hot kiln, circular on the out-
side (8)
11 Leader creating a stink, backed
by German thugs? (4)
12 The time is at hand? It must be
gripping! (10)
14 Sailor expresses disapproval of
hard cap (8)
16 Heartless automaton’s basic
cause (4)
18 See Greek walk in stages to
Athens (4)
19 Comprehensive description of
three blind mice? (8)
21 Helicopter transporting silly old
bumpkin (10)
22 Month when male falls off bridge
@)
24 Explosive left to wreak havoc on
one European capital (8)
26 | offer to meet them informally in
the same place (6)
27 Stars in misery ultimately, in hell
(6)
28 Time being against us? (3,5)
DOWN
2 Best picnic? (5)
3 Derby and Leicester may be
parts of it (11)

4 Do wooers mess about in a tree?
&)
5 Made a concession — but also
drew a line so to speak? (9,1,5)
6 Cover provided by the female
harbouring rebel (6)
7 Revolutionary politician’s endless
nonsense (3)
8 Indian city strike leading to a lot
of stories (9)
13 Ending period of office leading
independent country (11)
15 Guns unsatisfactorily carried by
vessel (9)
17 Talker is exceptionally bright but
quite small? (8)
20 Devon town kids going round a
region far from the south-west
(6)
23 Yell when son’s denied the best
()
25 Effect of winter darkness? It will
get daughter down (3)
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